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they all grew up one feels that its main interest will always
be associated with this first generation of the family who
lived here.

But Cosimo did not only lay out gardens in connection with
his new palace. He intended that it should have a fortress in
close proximity to it as well. Therefore, on the summit of the
Boboh hill, at the extremity of the gardens, he laid out the
lines of the fort of San Giorgio, also called the Forte di
Belvedere. Placed so as to join the line of the city walls, and
on a height more immediately overhanging the city than that
of San Miniato, it commands the whole of Florence, besides
completely defending it on the southern side. And this fort>
when completed by his son Ferdinand I, became the strong-
hold of the Medici family.

Cosimo, soon after he had, by his marriage with Eleonora
di Toledo, become rich enough to undertake such a quest, set
about a diligent search for traces of the ancient Etruscans,
making extensive excavations at Chiusi (the ancient Clu-
sium), Arezzo, and other places in "Etruria" to search for
specimens of Etruscan art; while at the same time he pur-
chased all rare Etruscan and Egyptian antiquities which
chance threw in his way. These efforts of his had important
consequences. For this search for remains of the ancient
inhabitants of Tuscany was continued by his descendants,
producing an immense collection of most valuable and in-
teresting specimens of the art of the Etruscans and objects
revealing their mode of life. And these, combined with the
Egyptian antiquities also gradually accumulated, resulted in
the two collections which now form the Etruscan and
Egyptian Museums of Florence,20 the former being con-
sidered probably the finest Etruscan museum in the world.
Among the numerous interesting remains of Etruscan art
which Cosimo obtained from these excavations were the fine
statue of Minerva^ found near Arezzo in 1541, the celebrated